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Dr Safdar Sarki – A US national, tireless human rights campaigner, 
devoted husband and father & a victim of unlawful detention and 

suspected torture by Pakistan's military agencies since February 2006. 
 
 
 

August 2007 



The Constitution of Pakistan states that "No person shall be deprived of life and liberty in accordance 
with law" (Article 9). Under Article 10, every detainee must be brought before a magistrate within 24 
hours of arrest. The detention of Dr Sarki, if carried out by the security forces, is a clear violation of 

these requirements. 
Official Respons 
 Senator John Cornyn  Inquiry and Response from US Embassy in Islamabad 
 Congressman Ron Paul  Inquiry and Response from US Consulate in Karachi 
 Representative Susan Davis’ Inquiry Letter to Ms Rice. 

 
Other Official Efforts 
 Mrs. Paras Sarki has spoken in person with Rep Wally Herger and he has promised to 

pursue this matter. 
 Mrs. Paras Sarki and other delegations have met State Department  
 Mrs. Paras Sarki and other delegations have met several Congress members in 2006.  
 News about the Adjournment Motion in Sindh Assembly. 
 Delegations to the offices of UK Prime Minister Tony Blair, UK Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown, UK MP Jeremy Corbyn.  
 Petitions to Prime Minister of Canada. 
 Letter Campaigns to President Bush, Members of Congress. 
 Statement of support by Ex Prime Minister Ms. Benazir  in Dr. Sarki’s Case. 
 Meeting among Congresswoman Sheila Lee Jackson, Paras Sarki and Ambassador 

Durrani of Pakistan.  
 
International Media 
 Wall Street Journal (Daniel Pearl Foundation Fellow S. Shah) 
 The New York Times (Nicholas Kristoff) 
 Voice of America 
 BBC  
 Indian Express 
 Daily Dawn 
 The News 
 The Friday Times (Op-Eds by Mr. Najam Sethi) 
 The Daily News (Op-Eds by Mr Cowasjee) 
 Numerous English, Urdu and Sindh newspapers/magazines in Pakistan 

 
HR Reports mentioning Dr Sarki’s name 
 US Country Report 2006  
 The 2006 Human Rights Commission Report  

 
Appeals Issued by 
 Amnesty International 
 Amnesty International USA 
 Asian Human Rights Commission (Hong Kong) 
 The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
 Several other organizations in USA, UK and Pakistan 

 
 
 
 



Legal Actions 
 Supreme Court of Pakistan -- Petition filed by The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 

(Correspondence attached) 
 Individual Petition filed by Dr Sarki’s sister in the Supreme Court of Pakistan (August 2007) 
 Case filed in Sindh High Court 

 
Awards for Dr. Sarki 
 UNA-NCA 2006 Human Rights Community Award 

 
Other Campaigns 
 Hundreds of protests, rallies, vigils throughout Sindh and also by Diaspora in Washington, 

DC, Houston, New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Toronto, and London  
 Resolutions passed in international gatherings by the World Sindhi Congress, The World 

Sindhi Institute, Sindhi Association of America and other organizations. 
 
Web sites 
http://safdar.pbwiki.com (There is link to new address) 
http://www.freewebs.com/safdarsarki 
 
Contacts 
Rukhsana (Paras) Sarki,  
1971 East Onstott Road,  
Yuba City, CA 95991  
Phone: (530) 755-0896   
Email: parassarki@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ather Sarki (Brother)  
El Campo, TX 
E-mail: athersarki@gmail.com 
Phone: +1-979-645-1616 
 
World Sindhi Congress, Inc. 
Email: worldsindhicongress@gmail.com 
Phone:  (818) 917 6910 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What can be done by your office? 

 
o Contact State Department 
o Contact White House 
o Contact President Musharaf’s Office 
o Contact PM Shaukat Aziz’s Office 
o Contact US Consulates in Islamabad and Karachi (with news about whereabouts press 

rumors) 
o Contact US Citizens Services 
o Contact Other Staff of Congressional Members’ Offices working on this matter  (Rep. 

Susan Davis, Rep. Sheila Lee Jackson, Rep. Wally Herger, Rep. Ron Paul, Senator 
John Cronyn) 

 



SaveSaveSaveSave the life of  the life of  the life of  the life of DrDrDrDr.... Safdar Sarki Safdar Sarki Safdar Sarki Safdar Sarki–––– an American  an American  an American  an American 
held by held by held by held by Pakistani Pakistani Pakistani Pakistani mmmmilitary ilitary ilitary ilitary agenciesagenciesagenciesagencies    
 
On Friday, February 24, 2006, my husband, Dr. Safdar Sarki, was taken away from his 

temporary Karachi residence by Pakistan's intelligence agencies.  Dr. Sarki, a U.S. citizen 

and a Texas resident, had been campaigning for democracy and to protect the rights of 
ethnic and religious minorities in Pakistan. Witnesses say Dr. Sarki was severely beaten for about an hour at his 

apartment by Pakistani security police before being blindfolded and moved to an unknown location. 
 

Family and friends have been trying to 

determine his whereabouts but all the efforts 
have been in vain.  Anonymous sources have 

reported that my husband is being tortured 
in the custody of Pakistani 

military.  However, the Pakistani authorities 

deny his arrest. Pakistani authorities have a 
history of torturing dissidents to death, and 

this causes serious concern for Dr.  Sarki’s 
life.  

 
My sons Illahi (16) and Geanum (11), and I 

are very concerned about his life and safety 

and request your help in locating my 
husband so that we may be reunited.   

 

Rukhsana (Paras) Sarki,  
1971 East Onstott Road, Yuba City, CA 95991  

Phone: (530) 755-0896,  Email: parassarki@gmail.com 
 

 

How can you help?How can you help?How can you help?How can you help?    
Please contact the following officials requesting them to help in this matter. Suggested statement: 
 

 “I am deeply concerned for the safety of Dr. Safdar Sarki, a US national, who is under the 
custody of the Pakistani military and is possibly being tortured. Please use your influence to 

reveal the whereabouts of Dr. Sarki and ensure that Dr, Sarki is not subjected to torture and 

inhumane treatment.” 
 

1. Member of the House of Representative representing 
your district 

http://www.house.gov 

2. U.S. senator representing your state of residence http://www.senate.gov 

3. The Office of Overseas Citizens Services  (888) 407-4747 or (202) 647-5225 

4. Write or call the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan. Address: Diplomatic Enclave, 

Ramna 5, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Telephone: (+92-51) 208-2700 

Fax:  (+92-51) 282-2632 
Email: acs_islamabad@state.gov 

5. Call the office of Pakistan at the State Department and 
leave a message for Assistant Secretary Richard A. 

Boucher, Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs 

(202) 647-9552 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA & HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS CONDEMN 

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF  
DR. SAFDAR SARKI BY THE PAKISTANI AUTHORITIES  

 
From the BBC to The Voice of America to The New York Times, the world’s leading media has 
highlighted the plight of missing human rights activist Dr. Safdar Sarki. A Pakistani-born US citizen, 
Dr. Sarki was detained by Pakistani Intelligence Officers in 2006. He has not been seen since.  
 
Below is a small selection of excerpts from the media. 
 

’Case Shows Terror-War Complications’, Wall Street Journal, August 15, 2006 
“Mr. Sarki, a Pakistan-born American citizen, disappeared in Karachi in February, two days before he planned to fly home to El 
Campo, Texas. For years, Mr. Sarki had been an advocate for Sindhis, the indigenous residents of a southeastern province of 
Pakistan, who claim they have suffered political and economic discrimination since the 1947 creation of India and Pakistan. Mr. 
Sarki, 42 years old, is one of hundreds of political activists who have gone missing in Pakistan over the past decade. The Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan, a nongovernmental organization that tracks human-rights issues, says 57 political activists have 
"disappeared" in the past two years… Mr. Sarki's case is different largely because it has drawn the attention of the State 
Department and some members of Congress. It illustrates a strain that persists as President Bush works to strengthen America's 
relationship with Pakistan. 
 

 
‘The General and the Housewife’, Nicholas D. Kristof, The New York Times, March 25, 2007 
"I was crying today; I was thinking of him,” his wife, Rukhsana, said by phone from California. Her voice breaking, she promised 
that if Pakistan would just release her husband, she would make him stop fighting for human rights. She added: "My sons are 
asking every day, ‘Where is Papa? Where is Papa? ...’" 

 
‘General View from U.S. Changing’, The Indian Express, June 29, 2006 
“An opposition figure, Dr. Safdar Sarki of the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM), has been missing for days and one need not 
agree with his political views to feel the pain of his family. Incidentally, Dr. Sarki is a U.S. citizen and General Musharraf should 
not have difficulty in figuring out that his disappearance at the hands of Pakistan’s invisible political enforcers is unlikely to 
endear the Musharraf regime further with the U.S. Congress.” 
 

 
 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS CAMPAIGNING FOR  
THE RELEASE OF DR SARKI 

 
Amnesty International ~ Amnesty International USA  

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan ~ Asian Human Rights Commission 
Sindhi Association of North America ~ World Sindhi Institute 

World Sindhi Congress, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

World Sindhi Congress, Inc. Email: worldsindhicongress@gmail.com  
Phone +1 (818) 917-6910 ~ URL is http://safdar.pbwiki.com 

US OFFICIALS PURSUING THE CASE OF DR SARKI WITH THE  
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

 
Senator John Cornyn (Texas) 

Rep. Susan Davis (D-CA), Rep. Wally Herger (R-CA) 
Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas), Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas) 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official Responses 
 





 






