BACKGROUND DETAILS OF DR SAFDAR SARKI
A law abiding American citizen, tireless human rights campaigner, devoted husband and father--victim of torture and unlawful detention by Pakistan since February 2006.
Background

Dr. Safdar Sarki, a U.S. citizen, was arrested by Pakistani government forces on February 24, 2006, while visiting Karachi. At the time, Dr. Sarki was staying in an apartment owned by his sister; witnesses say government forces—whom they suspected were from Pakistan’s intelligence agency, the ISI—entered the apartment and began beating Dr. Sarki, and then took him away to an unknown location. 

Dr. Sarki was then held incommunicado—an “enforced disappearance”—for over 17 months.  No charges are known to have been filed against Sarki in 2006 or for most of 2007. Family and friends pressured Pakistan for information about his whereabouts through 2006 and most of 2007, to no avail. State Department officials inquired about his status in 2006 and early and mid 2007, and received replies from the Pakistani government denying that he was in their custody.
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Dr. Sarki was likely targeted for arrest because of his activities in connection with the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM), a Pakistani advocacy and political group that campaigns on behalf of the rights of Sindhi people in Pakistan. (The Sindhi are one of the main minority groups in Pakistan and Sindh Province is one of Pakistan’s four main provinces, in which Karachi is located.) The JSQM is not involved in any violent activities and is a legitimate political group with no connection to any criminal activities. 

Before his travel to Pakistan and his arrest, Dr. Sarki lived as a local businessman in Texas, running a local motel and driving a taxi. According to his family, friends, and supporters, he has never been involved in any criminal or violent activities. He has a wife and several children, all of whom live in the United States and are facing serious financial and emotional problems without his support.

Developments in late 2007 and early 2008
For 2006 and most of 2007, Pakistani authorities did not acknowledge having Sarki in custody. In 2007, the JSQM, with other Pakistan human rights attorneys and supporters of Dr. Sarki, filed habeas petitions with the Sindh High Court in Karachi and Pakistan’s Supreme Court in Islamabad, requesting information about Dr. Sarki, and his release from custody. (This case was connected with several other “disappearances” cases brought before the Pakistani Supreme Court at the same time, including numerous cases of disappearances involving other political opposition leaders.) 

On October 11, 2007, a letter from Dr. Sarki emerged in a hearing in the Supreme Court, and his detention was finally confirmed. On that day, the Pakistan Supreme Court, under Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry , found that Sarki was a victim of enforced disappearance, and ordered Pakistani authorities to produce him before the court.

Pakistani authorities responded to this development in a suspicious manner: Within hours of the October 11 court session, police in Sakran, in the Hub area of Baluchistan, in southern Pakistan, announced the “arrest” of Dr. Sarki on dubious charges of weapons possession, claiming that he had just been detained. A few weeks later, in late October 2007, the Supreme Court officially informed Dr. Sarki’s family that he was in the custody of the police in Sakran. The Supreme Court also ordered officials in Baluchistan to ensure the proper medical treatment and hospitalization of Mr. Sarki and ordered them to allow Dr. Sarki to meet with his family members in Pakistan. 

A senior U.S. consular official in Karachi, Kay Anske, spoke with Dr. Sarki in Hub on or around November 2, 2007, around the point he appeared in a local court for a bail hearing. At that hearing, the local judge in Hub granted bail to Dr. Sarki and ordered his immediate release, issuing release orders to be delivered in person by the court clerk to relevant police authorities. But Pakistani authorities again responded in a suspicious manner. The release orders apparently never reached police forces holding Sarki. Two hours after the order, local court staff in Hub informed Dr. Sarki’s attorney via telephone that the orders were “canceled,” and that the judge in Hub had been transferred (to another court, presumably), and a new judge had been appointed.

Dr. Sarki’s ordeal was at this point overshadowed by political events. The next day, November 3, 2007, President Musharraf issued a “Proclamation of Emergency” and suspended the Chief Justice and several other justices of the Supreme Court. Pakistan’s current political crisis ensued. 

On or around November 7, 2007, in the midst of the crisis, Dr. Sarki was transferred to Zhob jail, hundreds of miles away from Karachi, in northern Baluchistan.

On November 23, 2007, Dr. Sarki was seen by a doctor in the Zhob jail and diagnosed with “chorio-retinal degeneration,” with a danger of “retinal detachment.” He was also diagnosed with arthritis and a hernia. The doctor advised that he receive medical care at Agha Khan Medical University in Karachi.

On November 27, 2007, during another hearing, Dr. Sarki gave a seven page letter to his attorney describing his situation since he was first detained on February 24, 2006. The letter, in Sindhi, provides details of Dr. Sarki’s mistreatment over the last year and a half, including constant shackling and handcuffing, beating and kicking, and other abuse. Dr. Sarki indicated that Pakistan interrogators in 2006, as they tortured him, asked why he was in Pakistan “for the Americans,” and “What are you doing here for the Americans?” Dr. Sarki stated that he still is unaware of why he was detained. 
 Attorneys who saw Sarki in Zhob on November 27 say that Dr. Sarki now appears to be in extremely poor health. Besides the extremely serious eye condition; which if left untreated will result in permanent eye damage or possibly blindness, Sarki is suffering from the severe dual side hernia, pain in his joints, severe shoulder injuries, and significant overall weakness. The shoulder injuries appear to be the result of Sarki’s constant handcuffing over 2006 and 2007.

On December 10, Dr. Sarki was brought before another court hearing in Zhob. He appeared in even worse health than at his last hearing in late November. He was physically weak and suffering from injuries to his shoulders and groin. Attorneys at the hearing stated that Sarki was underdressed, and that he indicated that his jail was underheated and that he was suffering from the winter cold. Local attorneys requested the court that Dr. Sarki be freed, or at least sent to a hospital in Karachi or Quetta. The court apparently did issue an order that Dr. Sarki should be transferred to a hospital in Quetta for medical treatment. As of late January 2008, however, that order has not been implemented. The court in Zhob went into recess, and the jail at which Sarki is still held has not indicated if or when he will be transferred.  In addition, Dr. Sarki’s liberty is still curtailed, even if he transferred to a medical facility in Quetta.
 In early January 2008, attorneys again saw Dr. Sarki, and indicated that he was in even weaker health. He communicated that he had recently fainted in jail, and lost consciousness.
 Dr. Sarki’s last hearings were in early February 2008.  Attorneys again requested that Dr. Sarki be released or transferred.  During the week of February 4, he was granted bail, but the bail orders were quickly and mysteriously reversed by a higher court, and Sarki is still in custody.
 Attention from Media and US Congress
Several members of U.S. Congress have already made inquiries to the U.S. State Department on Dr. Sarki’s behalf, including Sen. John Cornyn (TX), Rep. Chris Van Hollen (MD), Rep. Susan Davis (CA), Rep. Wally Herger (CA), Rep. Ron Paul (TX), and Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (TX). Recently, Dr. Sarki’s family retained legal counsel in the United States to assist with lobbying in Washington: John Sifton, a human rights attorney with One World Research, working with attorneys at the law firm Mayer Brown.
Accounts of Dr. Sarki’s arrest and disappearance have appeared in Pakistani and international media. The Wall Street Journal reported in August 2006 that “Mr. Sarki, a Pakistan-born American citizen, disappeared in Karachi in February [2006], two days before he planned to fly home to El Campo, Texas. For years, Mr. Sarki had been an advocate for Sindhis, the indigenous residents of a southeastern province of Pakistan, who claim they have suffered political and economic discrimination since the 1947 creation of India and Pakistan. Mr. Sarki, 42 years old, is one of hundreds of political activists who have gone missing in Pakistan over the past decade.” 
In March 2007, Nicholas Kristof of the New York Times also wrote a opinion piece about the Sarki case.

In January 2008, the New York Times published an article on Dr Sarki demanding his release. 
BBC and BBC Urdu have published several articles in 2006-08 and ran audio programs on Dr Sarki demanding his release.

Recently on February 2008, National Public Radio NPRR) and Voice of America (VoA) ran  stories on Dr Sarki’s unlawful detention and deteriorating health.

The U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, Anne Patterson, has also raised this case with Pakistan government officials. 
The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan issued a statement about Dr. Sarki in December 2007.

US State Department’s Country Reports on Pakistan for 2006 has mentioned Dr. Sarki’s name twice.

On February 25th, US Embassy staff met Dr Sarki in Zhob Jail.

Further Information and Contacts:

http://www.SafdarSarki.Org
Phone: 818-917-6910

Email: worldsindhicongress@gmail.com


Dr Sarki during his court appearance in October 2007.





Dr Sarki with his wife Rukhsana (Paras) and his two kids Illah i(16) and Geanum (13).





How can you help?





Please contact the following officials requesting them to help in this matter. 





Suggested statement:





“I am deeply concerned for the safety of Dr. Safdar Sarki, a US national, who is under the custody of the Pakistani authorities and is being tortured. Please use your influence to save Dr Sarki from torture and inhumane treatment and guarantee his release.”





Member of the House of Representative in your district � HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov" ��http://www.house.gov�


U.S. senator representing your state of residence � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov" ��http://www.senate.gov�


The Office of Overseas Citizens Services (888) 407-4747 or (202) 647-5225


Write or call the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan. Address: Diplomatic Enclave, Ramna 5, Islamabad, Pakistan, Telephone: (+92-51) 208-2700 Fax: (+92-51) 282-2632, Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:acs_islamabad@state.gov" ��acs_islamabad@state.gov�


Call the office of Pakistan at the State Department and leave a message for Assistant Secretary Richard A. Boucher, Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, Tel. (202) 647-9552











